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Senicr Public Health Inspector 
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POC Nk RA) DISTRICT COUNCTLI 


Offices: Priory Road, Downham Market. 


MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH, WATER AND GENERAL 
PURPOSES COMMITTEE:=- 


Chairman: Mr. HG. Teverson. 


Vice-Chairman: Mr. AE. Bailey 


Mr. WmeH. Bentley Mc. J. Nourse 

Mr. AeJ. Blott Miss G. Peat 

Mr. CeWe Buckenham Col. E.R. Pratt 
Mr. A. Fox Mr. E.R.M. Pratt 
Mr. GE. Garfoot Me. C.We. Thornhill 
Mr. A. Hipperson Mr. AeJ. Thornton 
Mr. JH. Johnson Mr. H.C. Walden 
Revd. I.G. Jones Me. S.F.L. Warner 
Mr. J.W. Kellingray Mr. RoR. Wilde 
Mrs. E.M. Neville Me. EJ. Wright 


The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council are ex- 
officio members of the Committee, 


Public Health Officers of the Local Authority 
Medical Officer of Health:- 


DR. dals SLATTERY, MReCodey LeR.C.P., D.P.H. 


Local Health Office, The Howdale, Downham Market, 
Tel. Downham Market 321. 


also holds appointments of:- 
Assistant County Medical Officer of Health. 
School Medical Officer. 
Medical Officer of Health, Downham Urban District Council. 
Medical Officer of Health, Marshland Rural District Council. 
Senior Public Health Inspector:- 


G.S. SENNITT, M.A.P.H.I., M.I.P.H.E., A.R.S.H. 
Tel. Downham Market 3287. Residence D.M. 3364. 


Additional Public Health Inspector:- 
D.R. FORD, M.A.P.H.I., M.R.S.H. 
Clerk to the Health Department :- 


MISS S. COX. 
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DOWNHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 


Mr. Chairman and Members of the Public Health Committee, 


I have the honour to present my report for the year ending 
December 31st 1964. 
Births There were 453 live births. 


The corrected birth rate was 19.76. 


Deaths There were 204 deaths. 
The corrected death rate was 9.63. 


Births and Deaths accorded to your area in the last 
five years are shown in the table below, 


Births Deaths 


1960 417 20h, 
1961 137 222 
1962 452 211 
1963 45 195 
196k. 1.83 204, 


You will see at once that while the number of deaths is 
roughly the same each year there is a steady increase in the number of births. 


Infant deaths were higher in 1963. Of the ten deaths 
recorded one was due to pneumonia, another to inhalation of food. All the 
others were caused by conditions present at birth. Three teenage boys were 
killed in road accidents and an eight year old child died by drowning. 


Notification and the Control of Infectious Illness 


It might be useful to summarise the legislation and 
practice concerning control of infectious illness, 


Notification of certain infectious diseases was begun 
in 1889 and a number of additions have been made from time to time. The 
medical practitioner attending a patient has the duty to notify the listed 
infectious diseases(S ii, Fublie Health Act, 1936) to the Medical Officer 
of Health. Food poisoning is also notifiable to the Medical Officer of 
Health. The Medical Officer of Health too has duties with regard to 
notifiable disease. He must, for instance, inform the Chief Medical Officer 
Ministry of Health if certain infectious illnesses occur in his area. He 
must also send copies of all notifications to the County Medical Officer. 


Notification has these purposes 


(1) To facilitate control of the disease. Smallpox is an 
infectious condition for which notification is urgent and essential to 
achieve control. 


(2) To trace the source of the disease and the way it is 
spreading in the community. Typhoid would be included in this category. 


(3) To measure the incidence of a disease in the community. 
We are able to appreciate the effect of poliomyelitis vaccination by the 
dramatic fall in notifications since vaccination was begun and similar 
comparisons will be possible when measles vaccine is generally available. 


The list of notifiable diseases is under reguler review. 
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In 1959 the Public Health Committee of the B.M.A. recommended the 
removal of some diseases from the list (cholera, plague, typhus, 
relapsing fever and acute primery pneumonia) and the addition of four 
others (anthrax, brucellosis, leptospirosis and tetanus). These 
recommendations have been much discussed but the only alteration so far 
is the introduction of anthrax notification in 1960. Leptospirosis, 
usually a rat borne infection, has been notifiable in East Anglia since 
19436 Other infections can be made notifiable when necessary and you 
have the power to do this under S 147 of the Public Health Act of 1936. 


Statutory Powers 


The Medical Officer of Health is given power to deal 
with infectious illness under the Public Health Acts of 1936 and 1961. 


(1) Power to enter Premises Under Section 287 of the 1936 
Act an M.O.H. may obtain a warrant from a Justice of the 
Peace if the occupants of a house refuse entry. 


(2) Power to examine cases or carriers The M.O.H. is given 
authority tc act under S 38 of the 1961 Act. Similar 
provisions relating to common lodging houses are made in 
S 243 of the 1936 Act. In neither Section is the M.O.H. 
given power to examine contacts of infectious disease, 
This omission could be serious in some outbreaks. Where 
smallpox occurs it is essential for the M.O.H. to have 
power to examine apparently healthy contacts of infection, 


(3) Removal to Hospital The powers of the M.O.H. are con- 


tained in S 169 and 172. 


(2:.) Disinfection Infected articles may spread disease 
particularly in smallpox epidemics. The M.0O.H. has power 
to order disinfection to be carried out under S 83 and 8 
of the 1936 Sct. He can also order the destruction of 
vermin under these sections and the cleansing of verminous 
people under S 85. 


(5) Exclusion from Public Places Exclusion of cases, carriers 
and contacts of infectious disease from public places is 
important in disease control and the M.O.H. has powers to 
prevent a particuler child attending school under 5 150 of 
the 1936 Act if he considers the child comes into one of 
these categories, Under S 40 of the 1961 Act the local 
authority can issue a general prohibition which will ex- 
cluce all children from certain public places in which 
they might acquire an infectious disease. 


(6) Power to request a person to discontinue work Under 
S 41 of the 1961 Act anyone may be ordered to cease work 


if they are liable to spread infection of a notifiable 
disease. The section could presumably apply to cases, 
carriers or contacts, Local futhorities are obliged to 
pay compensation to alleviate loss incurred in complying 
with an order under this section end some have insured 
themselves against the risk of having to pay out consider- 
able sums in the event of an outbreak, 


These are the main provisions for the control of infectious 
disease. The M.0.H. has additional powers in relation to 
milk, food, food handlers and food premises, I will 
summarise the legislation very briefly. 


Food poisoning is notifiable under the Food and Drugs Act 
1955. Under the Food Hygiene Regulations the occupier or owner of a food 
premises has a duty to notify the M.O.H. of any employee who is suffering 
from or a carrier of certain food borne illnesses. 
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Under S 9 of the Act food can be examined by an officer 
authorised by the local authority, and action taken to prevent its sale 
to the public if it is considered to be unfit to cat. Similar powers 
exist under the Milk & Dairies Regulations for the control of milk 
suspected of causing infection. 


The M.O.H. has power to exclude food handlers from work 
if they are dreble to spread infection. This power is under 5 41 of the 
Public Health Act and the local authority is again liable to pay compen- 
sation for loss of earnings. 


New Legislation in 196), 
The Meat (treatment) Reguletions came into operation on 
January 23rd. These regulations followed severel reports of poisoning 
from the addition of powders containing vitamin © and nicotinic acid to 
meat. The purpose of these powders was to give meat a fresh red colour 
and disguiseitsage. This deceitful practice was ended by the Regulations. 


The Liquid Egg (Pasteurisation) Regulations, 1963 came 
into operation on Januery lst. liquid egg has often been found to harbour 
food poisoning organisms. It must now be pasteurised to kill these organ- 
isms before it is used in food production. The regulations do not apply 
to eggs which are shelled where the food is prepared, and which are used in 
a prescribed manner, 


County Health Service 


Shown below are figures for immunisations carried out by 
general practitioners and local authority staff in my area during 1964, 


smallpox Vaccination 


Primary vaccination Total Revaccination Total 
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Poliomyelitis 


1961 | 1943 - 1960 | 1935 - 19%2 


No. given 
primary 
courses 


In addition to the primary courses listed above some 
children previously immunised with either Salk or Oral vaccine 
were given booster doses of oral vaccine. The total number of 
booster doses given in this year is shown below. 


viavoaa etven Pedoten oral immunisation after 2 Salk injections - 2 
é “ i 3 Salk injections - 53% 
Or 3 Oral doses 
Or 2 Salk injections 
Plus 2 Oral doses, 


B.C.G. Vaccination 


Number given the 
preliminary skin } Number 4 Nomber referred 
test vaccinated { for chest X-ray 


&s this is my last annual report for Downham Rural District 
it may be appropriate to comment on some changes which have taken place in 
the last seven years. 


Dr. Hopkins in his report for 1956 remarked on the large 
number of problem families living in the district. I remember his obser- 
vations caused a stir at the time. Whatever the situation then the same 
thing could not be seid of your district today. A family becomes a problem 
when it causes concern to the community. There are many fectors within and 
outside the family which bring it to the stage of being a problem. Low 
intelligence, apathy, an excessively high birth rate and poor health are 
commonly found. The most important factor outside the family is, in my 
opinion, bad housing. These families often make unsatisfactory Council 
house tenants but their need for rehousing is paramount. Some will become 
acceptable to the community if they are given the facilities of which they 
stand so much in need, I think your policy of helping these families has 
done much to improve the situation, 


Many problem femilies roam from one area to another seeking 
some temporary refuge in a derelict house or badly managed caravan site. 

They will be attracted from great distances to a rural district which has 
many low category dwellings and caravan slums. While I am wholeheartedly 
‘in favour of rehousing the families already living in the district I do 
not favour conditions which encourage problem families to move in from out- 
side, Here again I think your energetic policy of closing and demolishing 
unfit houses and insistence on high standards in caravan sites has done much 
to improve the situation. The Council's record in slum clearances could not 
be bettered by many rural districts and it is a credit to the persistence and 
drive of the public health department that so much has been done. 


-5- 


a ee CR a 


Ri MMR ECL EOE HELE Wyk: 


SACL ~ TtEL | Odel = .eaer 


| 
| 
| 


a Sa eee 


roda Deter! seams. wal makwy orlt OF o >it tobe aa 
ia tN! os) ifs Cc soci s ts re iw re oe 2G) ith vaiolveng a 


4s} 
us tor oT .entoosy fete Io avech ago nevin” 
‘ gwoled oworls ay ‘weay cbt? ar novte nant’ ‘a 
a mal S ' 
4 & Som Lt J ae oe tecod tev ta oct." A} 
Fe. ; r fi: we ” 
; 


sottesinoay . 2.0.4 ie 


OE EH oi te — 


r 

: 

: 

Lewes: weds padre 
| yet~X faedo wot | fhetantoosay 
; 


NAPS A he on Fwy A TRE ey 


—e ee ee 0 cp a 8 Te ee re le Os tee 


Howden to  togen Lounne samt ‘oA ad: ae BA 
: i in 4 o.brid Sw fat iD 5 ie 19 SO ARRIND ay oda 


wit ao hoalesaws: d?@f wot Proget afd mek acai “sad 
atd iedepee: [  .toktsehh off ar gatvit ay, 


he ye vi hashd Pr ard od te * 


ve, 7” 2 « . ‘J Kou tose pac TIO » fo 
a vit vie evel  .erinuanmo ody 
for iked . te ey te odd ob 32 paid) doe 


“{ Dns odax Mritd did yloviseenke ie |, 
ot yhke a vas ehlasuo tosout Jnediogih, sac 
atotostelieacy alent sede: eulitur?-saod? 


omoG ,émuomezeq af- gr tavodos ‘o't ‘Seed 4 badd Se 


* 


to 2 svlgnene nt ony aavky ons eos $k: » bens 


oto bok: , 9 
ovtiinnd weeds yoda h 3 tw wena ap Sree apr i. 


idw tobutelh leas s at 8 


a thacmandlaitartc: sin. eLidil ,muta 
of. x tabitans odd ak bg. | fue 


st .betar. ion esa “bee gals 7 . oY 
moh ead eotta seve 
dan: 5 paressnigh 


 <atsJoat OF 69% ano mort soot cotta & 
a SaVsian Hegestent wibed a Atle ¢ 1 Fy 


£ evon ot wot Letor 


econ zany, oud 


Another aspect of environmental hygiene has been tackled 
during the last few years. Two villages have been sewered and plans for 
others ere well advanced As these villages grow the problem of refuse 
disposal is likely to increase yeer by year. A fortnightly collection 
is not really adequate and is an inconvenience especially to new residents 
who have been used to an Urban way of life. There are biological reasons 
for recommending weekly collections of refuse. The housefly and other 
pests can complete their life cycle from eggs to adult in less than a fort- 
night in warm weather. When there are complaints of fly nuisance it is 
frequently the case that house dustbins are full of developing flies. A 
weekly collection is something I recommend to you for your consideration 
when money is available for it, 


I would like to record my appreciation for the assistance 


and support I have had during the year from the Clerk, Public Health 
Inspectors and members of the Local Health Office staff. 


Je Ae SLATTERY 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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LOCAL BYELAWS, etc., in operation in the Rural District of Downham 
containing provisions relating to Health. 


Operating from 

1. Building Byelaws made by the Council....... E22 e550 
2. Clean Food Byelaws made by the Council..... Ty, 6550. 
3. Byelaws as to the Sanitary Conditions and 

Management of Private Slaughterhouses made 

by the NS EUTAIECT tas pina a; aie waren we ew Boies mea eee pee De Zaol « 
4. Byelaws made by the Wisbech and District 

water Board for preventing waste, undue 


consumption, misuse or contamination of 
water supplied by them and Regulations 


to be read in conjunction therewith. eceeses 30- 52556 
5. Byelaws as to Good Rule and Government 
made by the Norfolk County Councile.ceccees 1. 6.55 (with later 
additions) 


6. Byelaws made in relation to the 
Employment of Children by the Norfolk 
County COUNCIL se strcdeetcdersdvccesovnseneue LelZakDe 


7. Byelaws as to Gates across and adjoining 
FighWwaySecccevcccncccccecsccsunecccvsececees 2S OP 


8. Byelaws relating to the wearing of collars 
_ by dogs and the Norfolk (Control of Dogs) 
Regulations, INE Vd ORR Re ae ane e2eeeneee No date specified. 


9. Byelaws and Regulations relating to 


Nursing Homes made by the Norfolk County 
COUNCIL Legend aseereacevdoveednvereverecevons No date specified, 


SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS - 196. 


Number of ParisheS.ccccescoveccecccccccccccscvese be 
Ber CEES oe ica cdi edGh ese sbnmeeercsinwsanae 124.152 
Bepal atin, 95K (CemsGs) occaccccccssevescenccese 19,962 
Becubac ens O96) (Gensuc)i\sidcale dclcwlinelecessoevce 235655 
Hstamaved Population, L9Ghcccavscenanccvcenseense 25,420 


Estimated number of separate Dwellings 
occupied, TB 2 ciclolat wih kicinw ia winiese a'ewinee wis 6,935 


Estimated Rateable Value at lst April, 196,.cceee £566, 383 


Product of a Penny Rate, POGLHO SG pevke aks wee eewese £2,262 
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Section A. 


Live Births ae e@ ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 483 


Rate per 1,000 population os es ee ee oe ee 19.76 
Ditto for Administrative County ee eo ee ee ee 17 8h 
Ditto ror England and Wales .. ee ee eo oe Boyes 

Illegitimate Live Births per cent of ota live Births Zeya 


Deaths (all causes) eo ee ee ee ee es oo ee 204. 
Rate per 1,000 "population “".5 ae ss “se se 0 9.63 
Ditto for Administrative County 2° oe ee eo ee 10.56 
Bitto for ingland and wales .. eo ee es ee ee Ale Pc) 

Still Births ee ae ee ee ee ee ee eo eo ee 15 
Rate per 1,000 total Live and Still Births .. .. oe 30.12 


Ditto for Administrative County eo ee ee ee eo 156/77 
Bipee ror Pnevend “alia Wales es ee ss “Se «0 os 1653 


Popa tayerens pret) Brrtms Ye Ge hon Se OEE ee) ow) =—(498 
Infant Deaths (deaths under 1 year) os os ee oe ae 10 


Infant Mortality Rates 


Total Infant Deaths per 1,000 total Live Births .. ee 20.7k 
Ditto for Administrative County .. ar ee os oe 15.58 
Ditto for England and Wales ee 20.0 
Legitimate Infant Deaths per 1 ,000 Teeatimate Births oe 21.232 
Illegitimate Infant Deaths per oi 000 Illegitimate 

live Births . le oe oe ex as os ee ee EL 


Early Neo-Natal Mortality Rete 
(Deaths under 1 week per 1,000 total Live Births). .- L2yhh2 


Neo-Natal Mortality Rate 
(Deaths under weeks per 1,000 total Live Births) aie 16.56 


Peri-Natal Mortality Rate 

(Still Births and Deaths under one week combined per 

TOGO teucleisve snd. Stal) Births) ws. p00 s+ +e 42016 
Maternal Mortality (including Abortion) 

Number of Deaths eo eo ee ee ee ee eo ee NIL 


Rate per 1,000 total Live and Still Births .. ee oo NIL 
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Section B. 
le : GENERAL MEDICAL SERVICES. 


Norfolk Executive Council, 54 Prince of Wales Road, Norwich, 
Clerk: F.H. Adams, Esq. 


2. BAST ANGLIAN REGIONAL HOSPITAL BOARD. 


Senior Administrative Medical Officer: DR. J.B. BWEN, M.D., D.P.H. 
Croft-Holme, 117 Chesterton Road, Cambridge. 


(a) General 
i) Norfolk and Norwich Hospital, Norwich. 
(ii) West Norfolk and King's Lynn Hospital, King’s lynn. 
(iii) Jenny Lind Hospital, Norwich. 
(iv) St. James' Hospital, King's Lynn (for chronic sick) 
(v) The Howdale Home, Downhem Market. 


(bp) Maternity 

(i) West Norfolk and King's Lynn Hospital (Maternity Unit). 
(34) fddenbrookes Hospital, Cambridge. 
(iii) Bowthorpe Maternity Hospital Wisbech. 


(c) Infectious 
(i) County Isoletion Hospital, East Dereham. 
(ii) Isolation Hospital, King's Lynn. 
(iii) Isolation Hospitel, Bowthorpe Road, Norwich. 


(a) Sanatoria 
(i) Kelling Sanatorium, Holt. 


(e) Mental 
(i) St. Andrew's, Norwich. 
(ii) Hellesdon Hospital, Norwich. 
(iii) Little Plumstead, Norwich. 


53. MATERNITY SERVICES. 


(a) District Nurses (showing Parishes and Villages served) :- 


Nurse Fox, 2, London Road, Downham Market, 
(Denver, Downham Market (excluding Salter's Lode and Stone Cross 
Estate) Downham West) . 


Nurse waite, The Homestead, Brookville, Methwold,. 
(Feltwell, Hockwold). 


Nurse Purdie, 29, Elm Flace, Gooderstone. 
(Barton Bendish). 


Nurse Hunns, Stoke Ferry Road, Methwold, Thetford. 
(Methwold (including Wissington), Northwold). 


Nurse Smith, Nurse's Cottage, Stow, King's Lynn. 

(Wimbotsham, Stow, Wormegay, South Runcton (including Holme, 
and da aa with Thorpland), Stone Cross Estate, Barroway 
Drove). 


Nurse Braithwaite, Nurse's Home, Nordelph. 
(Nordelph, Outwell, Upwell (including Three Holes and Lakesend), 
Welney (including Tipsend), Salter's Lode (part Downham Market)). 


Nurse Harris, Nurse's House, Buckenham Drive, Stoke Ferry. 
(Stoke Ferry, Marhem and R.A.F. Marham). 


Nurse Browne, Floughcroft, Mill Road, watlington. 

(Wiggenhall St. Mary the Virgin, Wiggenhall St. Germans, 
(including St. Peter) Wiggenhall St. Mary Magdalen, Watlington, 
Tottenhill, Tilney cum Islington (part Tilney St. Lawrence)). 
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Nurse P.A. Tuck, Nurse's House, Hilgay. 
(Fordham, Southery, Hilgay (including Ten Mile Bank) , 
Ryston (including Bexwell and Roxham)). 


Nurse Williams, 2, Queen's Close, Wereham. 
(Crimpleshem, West Derehem, Wereham, Boughton, Wretton, 
Finchem, Shouldham Thorpe, Shouldham, Stradsett) 


Nurse Greensitt, 10, Chepel Lane, iiest Winch. (Setch). 


(b) Maternity 
Beds in Regional Hospital Board Establishments. 


4. AMBULANCE AND HOSPITAL CAR SERVICES 


This is a County Council function and is controlled by the Joint 
Ambulance Committee, 


The Downham Rural Area is jointly served by the Downham Market, 
King's Lynn and Thetford Ambulances. Infectious Disease cases are 
conveyed by East Dereham and King's Lynn Infectious Disease Ambulances. 


The Hospital Car Service is administered from the Local Health 
Office, 15, Nelson Street, King's Iynn. 


5. RED CROSS AND ST. JOHN MEDICAL LOLN DEPOTS 


(a) Wiggenhall St. Germans - Mrs. Richer. 
(b) Watlington - Mrs. Thomas. 

(c) Merham - Mrs. F. Brown. 

(a) Downhem Market - Mes. I. Burbeck. 


6. COUNTY MEDICAL SERVICES 


(a) Infant Welfare Centres. 


(i) Downhem Market. 
(ii) Wimbotsham, 


The Assistant County Medical Officer of Health attends at the above 
Sessionse 


In addition, Village Infant Welfare Centres are held monthly at the 
following villages - Methwold, Hockwold, Northwold, Southery, Shouldhan, 
Stoke Ferry, Magdalen, St. Germans, Nordelph, Merham, Feltwell and Watlington. 


(b) Home Help Service. 


The County Home Help Scheme is doing excellent work and Home Helps 
are available for the following parishes and villages - Barton Bendish, 
Feltwell, Hockwold, Northwold, Stoke Ferry, Wereham, West Dereham, Stow 
Bridge, Watlington, Magdalen, St. Germans, Methwold, Denver, Ten Mile Bank, 
Southery, Hilgay, Finchem, Setch, Tottenhill, \imbotsham, Runcton Holme 
and Bexwell, 


7»  VENEREAL DISEASE CLINIC 
West Norfolk and King's Lynn Hospital. 
Males: Tuesday and Fridays - 5.30 poem. 
Females and Children: Tuesdays and Wednesdays - 3 p.m. 
8. DISINFECTION AND DISINFESTATION 


Disinfection of premises is carried out by the Senior Public Health 
Inspector's Staff. 


9. LABORATORY SERVICES 


(a) Public Health Laboratory, Bowthorpe Road, Norwich, 
Under the direction of Dr. I.M. Dowsett. 
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(b) Public Analyst, Dr. Eric Wood, Ph.D., A.R.C.S., 
F.R.1.C., Clarence House, 6, Clarence Road, Norwich. 


(c) Public Health Laboratory, Tennis Court Road, Cambridge, 
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Section C. Table No. l. 


STATISTICAL TABLES, 1964 
Ceuses of Death. 


Causes of Death Male Female Total 


JO, Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach... .cssscvcocesevecesereveses 7 i 


Oo =I" 


Me Metiegsrt Neoplasm, Tine, BronchuSe.cscavescssrecdeves 6 1 
a2 Malignant Neoplasm, Breast @eeeeeeseor @evceeoeeoevwveaeeoevoeoeveeveee@ i 6 
ioe Nelienant Neoplasm, UtCrUSs.cccsosctececcensvovssseces = 2 2 


14. Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neoplasms. ..seccsessesee 13 10 23 


16. DiabetesSecccvee er-eeveeoeecceoee esuneeeeeevee2e02e20202028208280808088089 rs z 2 
ia Vesculer estons Of NErvous. SYSUCMyasecscereaveesacses 5 LS 20 
Mem Cororsry Olseste, ANCINGsivsescsdicccccsaasccvcvccesse 21 LE 38 


ie SyPpesoension With Heart DESCaSSsssceeservevcesveneseees 
20. Other Heart DRONE etn og Gs Geeiaaie diac Aba se Ba elele 6 oa 08 
Ld, 


em emer tire aoe DUSCASS yesh sis ves 610. 0's 0 0 e's wv 0 alk oe 4 cls 


9 16 


Pe FEV ES TOM ciartaliate iter aie tel-eliche ie sie ce ena a ahaeleveelsireln eo akevp mnee eooeoeecee ce 


no vn Ww N WW 
\o 


ahs Paes EE Urata ia cisi ples: eieig soe Gan e ble so eulWane wns ob elee 6 bales 08 


eon Other Diseases of Respiratory SySteMesscscsscccssevcce 1 = ua 
Perch hoo, WiLerits and DVArrHOSds ss tenes es csess acess = a £ 
om Pyperplasia (Of PFOSUALC.. cassie sencccsconescveccscvecce 2 = 2 
ee COMP eri ues Vel TommetPONS es urdsste Se Sdlecceroceswessveceos il x 2 


32. Other Defined and Ill-Defined Diseases..cncccccscesvese LO Vi 17 
33. Motor Vehicle Accidents..... Seco eee ashe cemecesevaek  T = 7 


ah AL. Mee MMIC Tt Sic pidge aieheta ele ele ealew Qed ae oleae sees se i a 2 


cir SEE ILG Hay A IR ae EIR) EEE a a ee a a re 2 = 2 
Loreal iin Causes yr ieee ees LG 88 20), 
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; Table No. 2. 


NOTIFIABLE DISEASES - 1964 


Notification in Age Groups 
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Table No ° 5 e 


MONTHLY INCIDENCE OF NOTIPIABLE DISEASES - 1964. 
(Other than Tuberculosis) 


Sent. | oc oS Nov. ee, | Total. 


} 


DISEASE a Se | ae ey} 5 June ! | sayy ae. 
MEASLES saad 21! 26 7 a 22 ame 182 


WHOOPING | 2 s . 2 
COUGH | 


INF .JAUNDICE 
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SCARLET | 
FEVER 


OPHTHALMTA | 
NEONATORUM 
ERYSIPELAS | - 
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DYSENTERY ec | 


FOOD | 
POISONING 
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Table No. he 
NEW CASES OF AND DEATHS FROM TUBERCULOSIS - 1964 


AGE IN ____NEW CASES DEATHS __ 4 
YEARS Respiratory | Non Respiratory Respiratory _ ~ | Non nm Respiratory _ it Total 
MaleiFemale | Male |! Female | Male| Female 4 Male | Female | 
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Section D. 
REPORT OF THE SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have pleasure in presenting a summary of the public health work 
of the Council during 196). 


It is particularly pleasing to record the acceptance of an over- 
all plan to provide the whole district with sewers, even if ‘in outline 
only', and the completion of the Feltwell scheme is an important event 
in the district modernisation plan. 


The investigation of drainage troubles and nuisances from cesspools 
takes up far too much time to the detriment of other work. 


In the housing field, the slum clearance programme proceeded reason 
ably satisfactorily, and in particular, the last tenants from the unfit 
hutments on the Stone Cross Estate were re-housed. 


The Housing Act, 196) made the raising of the housing standard 
possible in areas declared by the Council to be ‘Improvement Areas', but 
examination of the legal position has shown that there are difficulties 
in getting a substantial amount of repair work done where this is necessary 
to bring the house up to the existing 'fit for habitation' standard. There 
are many hundreds of houses in the District still which have damp walls, 
damp and uneven brick-on-earth floors, and other defects which have to be 
put right at the same time as bathrooms and hot water supplies are in- 
stalled Yet this particular standard of house should not be pulled down. 


The nuisance from the intensive controlled environment poultry 
battery houses at Denver demonstrated the need for detailed planning of 
such projects at an early stage by developers and close examination by 
Local Authorities from the planning and public health points of view. 


Generally, there seems to be a great need for the co-ordination 
of the activities of various bodies in the field of waste disposal and 
utilisation at the present time. The situation becomes more and more 
difficult every year. 


Dr. Slattery has again appealed for a weekly refuse collection 
service to be provided in the district, and it is hoped that early con- 
sideration will be given. 


There is continual concern in the district about the use of agri- 
cultural chemicals and pesticides and the possible effects on food and 
health. It is considered that a good deal more care in the application 
of these materials is required. 


The importance of food hygiene at all stages of production and 
handling was vividly demonstrated by the Aberdeen Typhoid Outbreak, 


I thank the Council, my own staff and other colleagues for continued 
support and generous co-operation, 
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summary of Visits 


Water Supply ee oe ee ee ee ee oe ae ae 20 


Drainage ws se SS Ras ae em 
Refuse Collection and ib eee! Me ee es on wee DAO 
Rodent Control ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 3 


Petroleum . ee oe oe oe oe ee eo ee oe 17 
Moveable Dwellings ., iS as s as oe re be RO2 


Factories . ee ee eo oe ee ee oe ee eo a 
Housing ce eo oo ee ee ee ee ee eo ee 989 
licensed Premises ee oe ee ee ee oe eo oe i 
Meat Inspection, ee ee ee ee ee oe oe ee 4,85 
Slaughterhouses,. ee ee oe oe ee eo ee ee 9 
Milk and Dairies eo oe ee eo ee ee eo ee 2 
Bakehouses eae Sneek eee eee ee GS OE Sg 8 


Food Premises .e a ae hist te oe ae eo ate 
Infectious Disease .. ee aig ee iis ae eis gee”. ae 
Miscellaneous ee ee ee ee eo ee oe eo ee 43k 
Atmospheric Pollution eo eo es ee ee oo 3 
Street Naming and } Taueartere ees ee a aie we ee 
Muscetioncous MOCd ,< se ee se ee te 8 Xs Jers MHZ 
Fried Fish Shops ee eo oe oe ee eo oe oe 9 
Mobile Food Shops ee ee oe ee ee oo ee oe iL 
Bereta ee Orr ees Net eg ee ee gi yO glee) he 5 
Animal Boarding Establishments. ey Be igen Ce US h. 


Total  . 2659 


1960 - 3495. el ei Os 12 = S05). 1965 © 51055 


It should be noted that only the primary purpose of each visit is 
recorded to give the monthly and annual Report statistics, Enquiry is 
often made on matters covered by several Acts of Perliament at one premises, 


€.¢- A Slaughterhouse is also a "Factory", a food preparation premises, 
meat inspection is carried out there and of course rats, mice and flies etc., 
have to be kept down, In addition, regulations as to the prevention of 
cruelty have to be observed. 


COMPLAINTS AND NUISANCES 


193 complaints were entered in the Register, investigated and dealt 
with. (238 in 1961, 202 in 1962, 253 in 1963) 


75% of the complaints were of unsatisfactory drainage, whilst the 
rest related to housing defects, smells from accumulations of refuse, manure 
and the keeping of animals. 


The complaints of smell from householders in the vicinity of the 
Controlled Environment Poultry Battery Houses at Sluice Road, Denver 
continued, and a large amount of time was devoted to investigation, These 
complaints were considered to be entirely justified. 


The Council's application to the local Magistrates for a Nuisance 
Order was heard in February. An Order was made allowing three months for 
the abatement of the nuisance, and the Council was allowed costs. 


In answer to the Council's representations about the need for stronger 
Planning Powers to control the siting of new agricultural buildings less than 
5,000 sq. feet in floor area, particulerly in view of the rapid development 
of "factory farms", the County Council replied to the effect that the matter 
would be pursued. The same matter was discussed at the Annual Conference of 
the Rural District Councils Association in June, 


aiite 


ig ite 
aac es ue + ie “* 
GAs ee ** sé ff ef 
a 
 * *4 ee “* ee es 
3 
ee * * ** ee a* 
one 
> VAR ee a” *e ** “* 
. a* o* se ef ee 
Sy 
sg so * “e ff °° 
ops ee ee ev ee ** 
COM ee se os oe o* 
o 
a *7 ss “* ef *e 
ec ae e< ** ** 
e? “es ee 7? *, 
bebe * “a6 e* ** “* 
5 
he ** we ae “8 * 
s 
aC ** "* a” ve ** 
i ** ow 6 a. “* 
aun 
am “© * * ae *? 


oe ee oe ** **” ve * bal ve 


“* eo “* “* -* ** ** 


at ¢tatv dose to seogxud Yramitg ont wry jad ee 
at cchnie soideltate dioged Sautna Soe yidse 
.coatmmng op ts thom tfts% To ajod Leteves we ow 


,2ceimerq nolitsmaqoig Soot a ONgrodaa't” s cela: a | 
.,odo eotlt hae ookm ,atex oexnoo to fre oted? $0 


to soitnevony edt of en anolialuget ea cs y 


finch bas hedagttavwnd retetyoll offf Ak Ber 
(2801 at EGS SORE 


ort telidw ,opantiexh yiotos'tettnany to Leeds 
oiundm . oases "to exoliatumuons mort bay se Lili 


MP AN OT te Hake hy 


ait Yo ytintoty edt at wisode 
aevieied ,baot eotul@ jaa Ut 
eaeaT otsegiieowd ot batoveh xd . 


«ho ltiteut, 1 


sonsaiuil a sot wooed til ae 
wh edince somit sebastian 
sesao bow lia asw 


eee ‘Me wv 


dae A" 


isi nl om Mi 


In April, complaints started to arrive from householders in the 
vicinity of another new Battery House at Boughton Road, Fincham, operated 
by the same firm. These complaints were also justified at times. 


Further investigations were made and experiments carried out by both 
the firm concerned and the Public Health Department. 


&s the smell nuisance at Denver persisted after the expiration of 
the three months period allowed by the Magistrates, a further complaint was 
made to the Court, and after a delay due to holidays, the case was heard 
on 21st and 22nd September, 


The Court found the case proven, and the maximum fine of £5 allowed 
by the Public Health Act, 1936 was imposed, the Council again being allowed 
costs. It was notable, however, that the power to levy a daily continuing 
penalty of up to £2 per day whilst the nuisance persisted was not exercised. 


This was probably due to the undoubted efforts of the firm to find a 
solution and the technical difficulties encountered, 


Certain principles and conclusions arrived at by the Public Health 
Department as a result of the case seem worth stating:- 


le. That at a time when dwellings and intensive agricultural units 
tend to be sited closer together due to the need for electrical 
power, the social requirements of the workers and greater food 
production with a declining farm labour force, it is essential 
that considerable care is given to siting, ventilation, drainage 
and disposal of animal wastes, Siting from the point of view 
of animal disease prevention is of course of the utmost importance. 
The Local futhority's Public Health Department should always be 
consulted from the outset, 


2e The use of deodorant chemicals in food production requires ex- 
treme care, or taint in the final product is liable to result, 
The use of chemicals generally in agriculture and food production 
processes is of course the subject of wider investigation by 
expert Committees at the present time, and is extremely important, 


3. A very high standard of machinery and management is required in 
intensive automated farms, particularly egg production units, to 
prevent nuisance and disease. Breakdowns can be very serious, 


4. The disposal of animal manure and otherwastes from such farms 
should be considered as of paramount importance in the planning 
stage, and not as an afterthought. These wastes are very con- 
centrated and polluting and it is quite uneconomic and undesirable 
to dispose of then in quantity in a conventional local authority 
sewerage scheme, It is considered that the valuable manurial 
constituents should be utilised by eventually being returned to 
agriculture, Several firms are offering drying machinery for 
poultry droppings at the present time and methane production has 
even been considered, The difficulty seems to be the cost, but 
it is considered that the siting of such machinery to serve groups 
of units and the payment of subsidy towards the process by the 
Government offers a solution, The material must of course com- 
pete with the inorganic manures in price. With the advent of 
cheap imported liquid gas it is not thought that methane production 
could be a practical economical proposition, 


5. After weighing up the advantages and disadvantages of adding mains 
water to poultry manure to dispose of it, there is no doubt in my 
mind that the drier the materiel can be kept the better, and equip- 
ment and processes should be designed with this in view, 
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Several firms market equipment for irrigating land, and 
poultry manure can be liquified so as to be utilised, but 
severe smell nuisance is reported from some areas. Even 
wet poultry manure spread by tanker can cause nuisance to 
householders half a mile away down-wind for several days. 
This happened at Southery. The strong smell from wet™ 
poultry manure arises mainly from several higher fatty 
acids in its composition, 


6, After the Court case had concluded, the Council were informed 
that the firm proposed to install a drier system in a Unit at 
Barton Bendish, and the other Units at Denver, Fincham and 
Southery would be converted as soon as possible. It was hoped 
that nuisance could be climinated, 


Deep Litter poultry houses can also give rise to nuisance at times, 
particularly in relation to fly breeding, and several complaints were 
investigated during the year. Careful and systematic management is 
essential, as these units are often situated quite near to dwellings, 


NOTICES SERVED 


The number of written notices other than Housing Act Notices served 
during the year was 54 classified as follows:- 


Informal 
(Letters) 


A : { 
Seer atoe: Complied with | 


Notices served 
during previous 
years 


pe a 


Housing Repairs 


Drainage and 
Sanitation 


Food Premises 
Miscellaneous 


Moveable Dwellings 


Totals 


| es ae 


In addition, verbal notice was sufficient in numerous cases to bring 
about the improvements required, or to secure the abatement of nuisances, 


FOOD AND FOOD PREMISES 
(a) General 


Due to other work, it was not possible to give the necessary attention 
to food hygiene. 


My remarks last year about the possibilities of spread of food-borne 
disease were dramatically and unhappily illustrated by the Aberdeen Typhoid 
Outbreak, a comprehensive report of which was issued in December, Several 
tins of corned beef from the same batch as that which was almost certeinly 
the cause of the epidemic were traced in the district and withdrawn. 


Your Medical Officer of Health explained the finding of the Committee 


of Enquiry, and it is expected thet legislation and certain procedures will 
be amended as soon as possible. 
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A very important point to remember is that food grossly infected 
with disease germs usually looks perfectly appertising and fresh, and 
everyone is unsuspecting! Food that is obviously unfit is generally 
far less dangerous! 


It was unnecessary to take legal action against a baker with un- 
satisfactory premises as he agreed to cease production in February. 


Thirty-one inspections were made to 15 school canteens by the 
County Council's Public Health Staff, and in two cases the necessary work 
was carried out so es to comply with the Food Hygiene Regulations, 


Numerous improvements to food premises were also secured as a 
result of visits by your Officers. At 3lst December, there were operating 
from within the District:- 


4. Fishmongers (selling wet fish) including 1 mobile unit. 
9 Fish Friers (including 3 mobile units). 
7 Bakehouses. 
19 Butchers Shops. 
4 Licensed Slaughterhouses,. 
5 Cafes. 
76 Licensed Houses including 5 clubs. 
102 Generel Food Shops. 
4. Shops selling sweets and lemonade, 
4. Bakers and Confectioners Shops. 
8 Firms delivering bread and confectionery. 
2 Fectory Canteens. 
3 Chemist. 
6 Mobile Grocers Shops operating. 
1 Flour Depot. 


(b) Ice-cream 


1 new premise was registered during the year. At 3lst December, 
95 premises were selling ice-cream, including fruit ices, all of it being 
prepared and pre-packed by the large companies. No manufacture of ice- 
eream is carried out in the District. 


There is obviously much less chance of contamination of ice-cream 
today, as the large companies manufacture under closely controlled con- 
ditions with full laboratory facilities. However, droplet infection 
from coughing and sneezing over a mix after heat treatment is possible, 
and freezing may not destroy it. In addition, bulk ice-cream can be 
contaminated before serving. 


All ice-cream must be stored at below 28°F by law to avoid deter- 
lioration and prevent bacterial growth, and retailers who have hed "frig" 
trouble should not sell ice-cream which has been stored above this temp- 
erature. , 


No samplesof ice-cream were submitted to the Public Health Lab- 
oratory for examination during the year, but examination of the results 
taken in neighbouring areas showed that high standards are being main- 
tained in the production of this commodity. The test usually used is 
the Methylene Blue dye reduction test. 
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(c) Slaughterhouses 


Four private slaughterhouses were licensed and in use throughout 
the year, one each in the parishes of Stoke Ferry, Feltwell, Methwold 
and Stow Bridge. 


All had been brought up to the standard required by regulations, 
and stunning pens were provided. 


They catered for the requirements of the four butchers concerned 
only, and no meat was "exported" to other areas. 


During the year, conditions at certain slaughterhouses deteriorated, 
and the attention of the licencees was drawn to the requirements of the 
Regulations and the Council's Byelaws. There was a tendency to keep 
wooden equipment in use, lighting became inadequate due to dirt accumm- 
ulating on fittings and bulb replacements not being of adequate wattage. 
Tightly fitting covers were often not replaced on offal bins, and ster- 
ilising equipment was often not in use. In addition, facilities for 
watering and feeding animals fell below the required standard. 


The fact that ‘appointed days' for premises to reach a national 
standard had still not been declared for some areas, notably in the 
King's Lynn area, was adversely commented upon. 


No complaint from the public arose owing to the use of the 
slaughterhouses. 


(a4)  Slaughtermen 


At 3lst December, there were 25 licenced slaughtermen in the 
District, no "new" licences having been issued during the year. 


Slaughtermen have to be at least 18 years of age, and also "fit 
and proper persons" to hold a licence, which lasts for up to one year. 


The licence specifies the kinds of animal which may be slaughtered 
or stunned, and the types of instrument which may be used, and also 
enables the holder to sleughter in other Districts (except in the case 
of slaughter of horses). 


(e) Meat Inspection 


100% post mortem inspection of beef, mutton and pig carcasses was 
carried out with the ready co-operation of the butchers, as it has been 
Since de-rationing of meat in 1954. 


The Department will be notified by the butcher where there is an 
obvious need for ante-mortem inspection, but occasional inspections are 
made. 


100% inspection by qualififed personnel to a detailed code is now 
a legal requirement in this Country, although in some areas with special 
difficulties, the requirement will not take effect until 30th September, 
1965. Fit carcasses have to be stamped in a specified manner. 


The Council is authorised to make a charge for Meat Inspection 
Services, but no-charge is made. 


The slaughterhouse operators are very co-operative as far as 
Meat Inspection is concerned, and evening visits are generally confined 
to two a week. 


For the fourth year in succession, no tuberculosis was found in 


cattle, and no case of cysticerosis for the third year. The incidence 
of other diseases was also low. 
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Only prime animals are slaughtered in this Council's District. 
The incidence of disease found in larger slaughterhouses receiving cows 
and animals of greater age, including emergency slaughter cases, and 
from a wide area, is, of course, very much higher, although bovine 
tuberculosis has almost been elimineted. 
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(f) CARCASSES AND OFFAL INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED IN WHOLE OR IN PART DURING THE YEAR 


Cattle Sheep | | 
excluding Cows | Calves and Pigs | Grats 
Cows Lambs 


Number killed 
Number inspected 


All Diseases except Tuberculosis 
and Cysticerci 

Whole carcasses condemned 

Carcasses of which some part or 
organ was condemned 


Percentage of the number inspected 
affected with disease other than 
tuberculosis and cysticerci 


Tuberculesis only 


Whole carcasses condemned 


Carcasses of which some part or 
organ was condemned 


Percentage of the number inspected 0.71% 
affected with tuberculosis 
Cysticercosis 
Carcasses of which some part or 
organ was condemned 
Carcasses submitted to treatment 
by refrigeration 


j Generalised and totally condemned 


-29- 


balibl xedawit 


betoegent tedswit 


eteciuotscduT tqeoxs esnsoaht: [LA 


torsoksteyO bas 
fonmabaon eeeeso1se 3 forW 


$ 
i 
= 


> =: 
oe 


~~ tisq emos doidw to eeaasonsd 
formebaco SSW ASZ7O 
foxsottayo bas eteolvotedad 

focumbiniey 2aW 263 70:- 


to tusq omoe dobdw to aseaeotsd ‘ . 


hetosgant sedsum oft to sgstasored 
gens tedto easeelh diiw bofoe?Tis 


Weight of Condemned Meat 


Beasts 
Head end Offa .. ». e+ 7L6 
Carcass Meat oe) te ae! 


Figs 
Head and Orfal .. a. e« 426 
Carcass Meat sch Gk Se t= 


Sheep 
Offal se eo* ees ee es 11 
Carcass Meat a ae hee 


Total 1153 lbs. 


(g) Condemned Food 


In addition to the meat mentioned above, the following food was 
condemned as unfit for human consumption:- 


25 lbs. imported pigs liver. 

103 lbs. sheeps liver. 

303 lbs. bovine liver. 
170 lbs. home killed beef - topside and brisket. 
309 lbs. imported chilled and frozen beef. 

10 lbs. imported ox kidney. 


In this district most retail shops return unfit food to the 
wholesaler, and the Public Health Department is not consulted. 


(nh) Registration of Premises for the Preparation of Sausages, etc. 


15 butchers premises were registered at the end of the year, 
and it was not necessary to take any formal action, 


Very strict hygiene is necessary where meat foods are made-up 
and handled, and an inspector can rarely be fully satisfied with the 
adequacy of measures taken to protect the public against food poisoning, 
typhoid, etc. Strengthening of the law as a result of the report of the 
Committee of Enquiry into the Aberdeen Typhoid Outbreak will be helpful, 
but continuous health education of food handlers is of vital importance. 


(i) Food Contamination 


Two complaints were received during the year, both relating to 
bottles of milk from the same supplier. In both cases cement mortar 
was found to be adhering to the base of the bottle internally, and it 
appeared very likely that both bottles had been returned from building 
sites. The laboratory staff of the Dairy concerned again complained of 
the gross nuisance of milk bottles by the public, and I was shown how 
difficult it was to 'spot' bottles which had dirt on the base. 


No legal action was taken. 

I mentioned the advantages of the general use of non-returnable 
waxed cartons for milk last year - I understand that in the Feltwell - 
Hockwold area some milk is being retailed in polythene containers. 

& close watch is kept on the composition of food by the County 


Council's "Weights and Measurers' Department and regular reports are 
supplied to the Department. 
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(j) Milk and Dairies 


The Council is responsible for the registration of milk 
distributors only, and of any premises used by them for the treatment, 
storage and distribution of milk. 


There are 8 dairies and 30 distributors registered, all of whom 
ere concerned with storage and distribution only. 


Your Medical Officer of Health, however, has certain overall powers 
with regard to infection of milk at all premises where milk is handled, 
including farms. 


Samples of milk from 20 retailers licenced in the District were 
taken and examined by the County Council's Public Health Staff, as was 
milk from 6 other dairies who sell milk in the district, but whose premises 
are in adjoining districts. 


One new licence was issued and one was cancelled. 


4). semples of milk were submitted to the statutory tests under the 
Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1963 and all proved satisfactory. 


Ten samples of milk were submitted from herds for biological 
examination for the organism Brucella Abortus, and all proved negative. 
Affected raw milk can cause Undulent Fever in man, and agitation for 
an eradication scheme increased during the year. 


OFFENSIVE TRADES 


There are now no offensive trades within the meaning of the Public 
Health Act, 1936, operating in the District. 


MOVEABLE D:.BLLINGS 


&ccording to the annual caravan survey carried out by local 
authorities and the Norfolk County Council, this District had the 
highest number of fully residential caravans in the County in August - 
259. 


The relatively few holiday caravans were mainly occupied by 
fishermen for short periods. 


17 site licences including renewals, in respect of 36 caravans 
were issued during the year. Together with licences issued in previous 
years a total of 64 sites covering 211 caravans were licenced. All 
these were issued after planning permission had been obtained, and they 
expire at the same date as planning permission. Many occupied caravans 
did not require licencing. 


The conditions on the licences are comprehensive, one set applying 
to sites of up to 5 caravans, and a more comprehensive set applying on 
sites above this number. 


The largest sites are situated as follows:- 


Merham - 52 Caravans. 
Feltwell - 42 " 
Shouldham (2 sites) 10 bd each 
Marham - 10 a 


It was necessary to prosecute under Sec. 1 of the Caravan Sites and 
Control of Development Act, 1960 during the year in respect of an un- 
licenced site comprising one caravan. The prosecution was successful 
and the caravan was removed. 
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HOUS ING 


(a) Housing Acts and Council Housing 


10 houses, mainly bungalows, were completed during the year, and 
all were to meet slum clearance needs. 32 were in the course of con- 
struction at the end of the year. 


24. families were rehoused from unfit dwellings, including 5 from 
Council owned property at Stone Cross Estate. 


In December 1963, the Council had decided to build a further 102 
dwellings in a three year period from 1964. 


It was expected that most of these dwellings would be two-bedroomed 
bungalows. 


Some of the houses provided were to be for general purposes as well 
as slum clearance, with the proviso that at no time should general need 
applicants outride the claims for rehousing slum clearance families. 


It had been further decided that all the 148 pre-war houses still 
to be improved should be completed in 3 years. 


4). pre-war houses were modernised during the year by the addition 
of bath, lavatory basins and w.c.'s., hot and cold water supplies, drain- 
age systems and fuel stores. 46 houses were being improved at the end 
of the year, 


During the year, Discretionary Improvement Grants were approved in 
respect of 11 dwellings and Standard Grants in respect of 39 dwellings. 
(22 and 40 respectively in 1962 and 10 and 41 in 1963) Most of the grants 
are made in respect of owner/occupied property. 


The Housing Act, 1964 considerably modified the provisions as to 
Improvement Grants, and provided for:- 


1. The payment of a partial grant for the provision of a hot 
and cold water supply at a sink, a w.ec. and a food store in 
exceptional circumstances, 


2. The payment of increased grant where a septic tank has to 
be installed, or where it is necessary to convert an out- 
building or build a new structure so as to provide a bathroom. 


3. The payment of an increased grant where water has to be piped 
into the house for the first time. 


4. A maximum grant of £350 where a higher than normal (£155) grant 
has been approved. 


5- The cutting of the period of restriction attached to a dwelling 
which has been improved by grant from 10 years to 3 years. 


6. A tenant who has been refused a grant by his landlord to make 
application to the local Council which may exercise its power 
to secure compulsory improvement. 


7- The designation of certain areas in their districts as ‘Improvement 
Areas' by local Council's,.with power eventually to secure com- 
pulsory improvement. 


Your Officers continued to publicise these grants at every oppor- 
tunity, and it is regrettable that more are not taken up. 
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(b) Rent Act, 1957 


No Certificates of Disrepair were issued by the Council, no 
applications having been received, 


There were no applications for cancellation of existing certificates. 


(c) Temporary Hutments, Stone Cross Estate 


At 3lst December, only one dwelling remained in occupation, and the 
occupant intended converting another hutment he had purchased on the estate 
and making it fit for habitation. 


The Council and everyone concerned must be intensely relieved at the 
elimination of this long standing housing and public health problem. 


(a) Waiting List 


The list was not analysed in 1964, but on 10th May, 1965 there 
were 558 individual applications for accommodation registered, figures 
for previous years being as under:- 


1963 = 4,98 
1962 = 1,50 
1961 = Ald 
1960 = 41 
1959 = 364, 
1958 = 363 
L957 a gt 
1956 ad 314 
1752 = 301 


70 of the applications, however, related to transfers by Council 
house tenants to larger or smaller accommodation. 683 applications were 
from people living outside the Council's District as ayainst 106 in 1962. 


The Parishes of Feltwell, Hilgay and Denver had most applications 
in that order. (60, 58 and 40). 


(e) Summary of Council Dwellings at 31st December 
Traditional Houses 


(a) Pre-war «. ee ee ee ee ee 4.20 


Post-war . oh oe - at aay 4 960 


Pre-fabricated Permanent Houses 
(Aireys and Swedish) et tama ae * tee 76 


Other Properties 


Downham Market ee «ee ee 7 (6 Houses and 1 lock-up Shop) 
Stoke Merry iu we es, «a | 3 (Cotbages) 
Pordereh ve) wer we ee se 2 (Cottages) 


Geaven) se) Vmeew) ace us| ee 5 (Cottages) 

Stone Cross Temporary Hutments 2 

Hemet se is ds | ee se | 8 (Flats) 
Total: 1482 


(f) Private Enterprise Housing 


121 Permanent houses and bungalows were completed during the year, and 
60 were under construction. (94 completed in 1963). 
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(g) HOUSING ACT __ ACTION 
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Stes 6 ieee crumeeele ene © Th - - - 2 - 8 
ie al cum a cnepsle acess duel arms o 50) 420 - - - - - - un 
OP GET axe wieieisy v Signal veyed sie 09 - - - ~ - - - 
Hilgay 
dvel. Ten Mile Bank... ssn. 5 - A - 7 = 30 
OCIS Lis s:014 vaio Si0.00 «000 i waiahe - - - = Af = 3 
PPV ANG a) cghe ohms wir peivvaia a9 0 dye ‘ 5 - - - - - 3 
RECO LCs» cicie Pawidi se :00s o oie ul. = = - = = 5 
NOPGSL Dh .s.cc0 oi edane ceases - 1 - - - - 10 
GONG 6 vo Slsjs dae dv eave oa 5 a - - 6 - 8 
RUNS GOR HOLM Css v:oserevis's co ows - - - - - - 4 
Ryston inel. Stone X.. ssc - - - - ~ iL id 
POMONA cesiss cen anwe wees - = - - - - h 
Shouldham Thorpessesiccsrcsee - - - - ~ - 2 
BOUGREE View ainye e eieis ais sheen oe ae 1. - 3 - - = LL 
Bueke Werry ssecscesacncanne - P) - - - - 8 
Stow Bardolphecesceccccsveee | 3 - - - L - 10 
DUEPAGSECEL sevecconnecsenenne - - - - - - - 
POGCENGL1 Le dssans ewes se wemes - i - - a = 4 
Watlington. cccccssscscscece 03 - - - ~ = i 
WELNCY «scccciccdacdcoewceos 2 Aa ae ig 11 7 6 
WERE save dois: te wee v.0ies ose es ‘% ia - i a " 2 
Wiggenhall St. Germans..... Ps 2 7 = = = 4 
Wigge St. Mary Magdalen.... * = = = a - i 
Wigg. St. Mary the Virgin.. = = = = = = ca 
EMBO t Saliva os Geis asics ness aL ea | oa - 1 L 3 
DOERCOEV gcse cewnbnesieocncess = = = - ~ - 5 
1 ee ee eo a LO 


1 1 - - - - 
42 16 L 28 LO he 


Figures for 1963 8 191 
-do- 1962 29 | 37 5 7 26 6 = | 290 
-do- 1961 20°) 20 2 2 36 8 - | 318 
- de- 1960 Bey 32 ete 49 4 mY Lot 
Pao = 1959 52 aT Ly 9 27 Li 6 374 
ao. = 1958 a5 26 6 9 40 iy 4 115 
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PUBLIC CLEANS ING 


(a) Refuse Collection and Disposal 


The fortnightly "kerbside" collection of refuse continued through- 
out the district. Refuse generally became lighter and bulkier, and the 
number of properties serviced continued to increase. It was necessary 
during the year to increase the number of rounds on which a driver/loader 
and two loaders were employed. The 25 and 18 cub. yard dual-tipping vehicles 
continued in service, whilst the older steel moving floor vehicle remained 
in reserve for use at holiday times etc. 


A detailed exemination of the work load was envisaged early in 1965 
to ascertain future labour requirements. Greater difficulty in retaining 
and obtaining suitable men for this hard, dirty work was experienced. 


The use of mechanical packing rather than gravity packing vehicles 
would have to be considered in future, and the possible increase in main- 
tenance costs faced. 


There was a certain amount of agitation from ratepayers about the 
need for a weekly collection service, and it is hoped that the Council 
will consider improvement as soon as reasonably possible. 


With regard to refuse disposal, partly controlled tipping is 
practiced at tips situated at Shouldham, Wormegay, Fincham, Feltwell, Ten 
Mile Bank, Northwold and iwhittington. 


The Fordson Tractor Shovel is utilised, and soil loaded free from 
Wissington Factory and overburden from sand pits @ 3/0d. per cub. yard is 
hauled as cover. Occasional complaints were received about paper blowing 
about on land adjoining the pits. Indiscriminate dumping by private 
persons, usually unknown, is also a problem, and there were several tip 
fires. Due to lack of disposal sites, it is frequently necessary to 
dispose of cesspool contents down the "face" of certain tips. very 
effort is made to prevent nuisance. 


All tips are frequently treated against rodent and insect infest- 
ation by the Rodent Operator. 


During the year, I was authorised to hire heavy equipment as 
necessary to deal with bad conditions, whilst the Lodge Road tip at 
Feltwell was completely cleared up and fenced. 


I mentioned last year that old car bodies were being dumped in 
hedge bottoms and on the tips, though not to the same extent as in some 
parts of the Country. Concerted action from the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government was expected at the end of the year. 


(b) Pail Emptying 


Pail closets were emptied once weekly during the daytime in the 
Parishes of Hilgay, Denver, Downham est, Fincham and Feltwell, 25 days 
per week being spent on this work, Helf of the cost of this work is borne 
by the General Rate fund and half by the parishes concerned by special rate. 
The cesspool emptier fitted with nightsoil hopper is used. 


Most of the pail contents were disposed of on straw composting bays 
on farm land, and the rest was applied direct to arable land. 


With regard to Feltwell, the Councilhad decided to cease emptying 
pails in October, but a further extension of six months was decided upon 
oWing to various factors, particularly the shortage of building labour to 
undertake conversions. 
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(c) Cesspool Emptying, etc. 


The Council operated one Cesspool Emptier of 1000 gallons capacity 
which was normally available about 2 days a week for the emptying of cess- 
pools and sewage plants. It is operated by a Driver loader and loader, 


The inability of the machine to discharge under pressure whilst in 
four wheel drive motion was a drawback which was likely to have repercussions 
as far as the goodwill of farmers was concerned. Your Officers asked the 
Engineering Company concerned to prepare a modification as soon as reason- 
ably possible, and in May the Council agreed to a suitable modification 
being fitted, which has been entirely successful. 


The machine continued to deal with the desludging of Council Sewer- 
age Plants at four monthly intervals, and access to these was made much 
easier owing to the four-wheel drive. 


In addition, pumping wells, sewage tanks and silt traps in other 
parts of the district are dealt with as well as cesspools. 


No, of cesspools emptied: 


Year Tovey Transport Ltd., Council Total 
1959 153 4,05 558 
1960 230 L08 638 
1961 1,66 52 778 
1962 607 289 896 
1963 672 345 2.017 
196), 783 257 1,040 


sewage Plants and tanks emptied 


1959 i 70 70 
1960 = 93 93 
1961 2 58 60 
1962 a 76 ae 
1963 - 61 61 
196), - 69 69 


The contracting firm employed by the Council continued to carry out 
the bulk of the work on private cesspools and septic tanks. In most cases 
there was a lapse of more than a week before service was given, and contin- 
ued criticism of the Council's arrangements was received from the Public. 
whilst it is explained that the Council have not "Undertaken" to empty 
cesspools under the Public Health Act, 1936, the pre-payment principle and 
the public health significance of overflowing cesspools makes this explan- 
ation unacceptable. Although enquiries have been made by persons interested 
in setting up a cesspool emptying service locally, I am not aware of any 
developments. 


There is a continual increase in the number of cesspools etc. to 
be serviced as a result of the provision of bathrooms in unserviced area, 
and the Council may have to consider the adequacy of cesspool emptying 
arrangements again shortly. 


No free service for the emptying of cesspools is given, but the 
average subsidy for each emptying amounted to 30/-. A charge of £1 is made 
for the first two loads and 10/- for each additionalload, with special 
arrangements for old age pensioners end persons in receipt of National Assist- 
ance. 


On average, about 5 cesspools are dealt with during a working day by 
each vehicle, 
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The disposal of cesspool contents is mostly to arable farm land and 
refuse tips, and there is a continual struggle to avoid nuisance by all 
concerned. 


Special drying beds are to be provided at the proposed sewage plant 
for Hilgay and Denver, and investigations are being made as to whether more 
suitable arrangements could be made at other proposed works. The disposal 
of septic cesspool and septic tank contents in bulk at sewerage plants is a 
Public Health Engineering problem of considerable importance in most rural 
areas at the present time, There are considerable technical difficulties. 


DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE | 
Work on the sewerage scheme for Feltwell proceeded very satisfactonly, 

and the offical opening was held on 2lst April. By September, all but 

three of the house connections to be carried out by the Council had been 

completed. 


The works are maintained by your Surveyor's Department, along with 
the Southery Works and 18 Housing Site Plants. No particular problems arose 
during the year. An additional Sewerage Works Attendant was to be employed 
for the Southery and Feltwell plants. 


Work on the preparation of the Hilgay/Denver joint sewerage scheme 
was being carried out by the County Fublic Health Engineer's Department. 


As regards the sewerage of the rest of the District, the County Public 
Health Engineer was asked to make suggestions, and in July, 9 Regional Group- 
ings were approved in broad principle by your Council. It was hoped to 
carry out these sewerage schemes over a period of 10 or 12 years, all such 
schemes to be prepared by the County Public Health Engineers Department. 


It was decided that preliminary work should be proceeded with 
simultaneously on drainage areas 4, 5 and 6 as set out below:- 


Drainage Area 4 - Parishes surrounding the Downham Market 
Urban District. 


Drainage Area 5 - The Runcton Holme, Watlington, Wwiggenhall 
area. 


Drainage Area 6 - Parishes surrounding Stoke Ferry. 
The scheme to follow Denver/Hilgay would be decided later. 


To cater for the development of the new Council Estate at Hilgay, 
the Council decided to install a temporary extended aeration sewage treat- 
ment plant which could be used elsewhere, 


During the year, sewers serving two private estates at Feltwell and 
two Council House estates at Southery were declared to be Public Sewers. 


A report on Trade Effluents was made to the Council in February and 
in particular policy as regards the receipt of effluent from poultry 'factory' 
farms into public sewers was decided upon. It was generally agreed that 
disposal via public sewers to new works was neither technically desirable 
or economic in such cases. 


Periodical cleansing of ‘sewerage’ dykes to minimise nuisance was 
carried out, and sub-irrigation soakaways were installed on numerous trouble-~ 
some septic tanks and cesspools on Council Housing Sites. 


The need for detailed consideration to be given to the method of 


drainage proposed where new estates are planned on wet sites must again be 
stressed, 
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NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948 - SECTION 50 


No burials were carried out by the Council during the year, but it 
was decided that cremation should be considered in all cases arising under 
this Act and used whenever reasonably possible. 


THE DISEASES OF ANIMALS 


Administration of this Order has been delegated to the Council by 
the County Council. 


Only 2 persons were collecting "swill", the proper sterilisation of 
which is highly important in preventing the spread of Foot and Mouth Disease, 
Swine Fever, Fowl Pest etc. 


OPEN ATR SWIMMING FOOL, WAR MEMORIAL PLAYING FIELD, DOWNHAM MARKET 


The Contractor commenced work in May, and it was anticipated that 
the facilities would be fully available for use during the Summer of 1965. 


THE ANIMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENTS ACT, 1963 


This Act requires any person keeping a boarding establishment for 
cats or dogs to obtain a licence from the Local Authority. The licence 
must specify such conditions as will ensure hygienic conditions, adequate 
supplies of food and drink and protection against fire or other emergency. 


One establishment at Runcton Holme was licenced during the year. 
Licences expire under normal conditions at the end of the year to which 
they relate, 


THE OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT, 196 


A report on this Act was submitted in March. In spite of a good 
deal of publicity arranged by the Government registrations were slow to 
come in. 


It was found that a substantial number of premises were to come under 
the administration of the Factory Inspectorate of the Ministry of Labour. 


On 3lst December, the position was as follows:- 
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Offices 


ee 


Retail shops Nil 


Wholesale shops, warehouses a Nil 


REGISTRATIONS 


AND = 
GENERAL 
; Catering establishments open L 


Class of premises 


premises 
receiving a 
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inspection 
during the year 
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TABLE B-NUMBER OF VISITS OF ALL KINDS BY 
INSPECTORS TO REGISTERED PREMISES 


Class of workplace Number of persons employed 
Tu 


C 
Retail shops 126 


ANALYSIS OF x 
PERSONS EMPLOYED | Wholesale departments, 
IN REGISTERED warehouses . “2 
PREMISES BY 
WORKPLACE Catering establishments 
open to the public 


Fuel storage depots 


No actual inspections were made under the Act during the year, but 
it was intended to commence early in 1965 when another Additional Fublic 
Health Inspector would be available to assist. 


The Act is, of course, concerned with the health, welfare and safety 
of workers in the establishments. 
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WATER SUPPLIES 
(a) Mein Piped Supplies 


General 


The District is well served by water mains, and the number of 
properties not able to have mains water is now very low. Quite a large 
number, however, are supplied by standpipes, and many terraces have joint 
standpipes. The policy of the Council is to require water to be provided 
in pipes inside the house whenever reasonable and practicable. 


The Wisbech and District Water Board were responsible for two 
sources of supply to the Rural District, viz., the northern half from the 
River Nar and bore at Marheam and the southern half from the bore at Denton 
Lodge, Feltwell. 


I am indebted to the Board's Engineer and Manager, Ir. C. Llanwarne, 
B.sc. Teche, A.M.I.C.E., A.M.I.W.E., for the following information:- 


Water Analyses 1964 - Rural District of Downham 


Frequent bacteriological examinations have been undertaken during 
1964. on samples from the Board's sourceworks and the distribution system in 
this area. The results have been of a very high standard. Many chemical 
analyses have also been carried out. Two sample analyses follow. 


All new mains were sterilised, samples taken and bacteriological 
examinations made before the mains were put into service. No connections 
were permitted until the water in the mains was of the highest standard of 
purity. 


The water supplied by the Board to Downham Rural District is not 
plumbo-solvent. 

There were no cases of contamination of the water supply in Downham 
Rural District during 1964. 


WISBECH AND DISTRICT WATER BOARD 


Water Analyses 196) - Rural District of Downham 


SUMMARY OF EXAMINATIONS AND ANALYSES 
Samples taken 
Bacteriological Examinations 


Board's Works No. of No. of No, of Chemical Analyses 
Tests Tests Tests 
Taken Negative Positive 

Raw waters 216 20), se 

Treated waters 389 389 - 

Taps (Consumers) 119 119 - 

Totals 72k. yi2 12 14.6 


Total of all examinations and analyses = 870. 

Out of the total of treated water samples and samples taken from 
consumers' taps, 100% were negative on examination for organisms of the 
coliform group. This represents a continued very high standard of bacterial 
purity. 

J.s. COLLINS. 


Chemist and Bacteriologist. 


29th January, 1965. 
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WISBECH AND DISTRICT WATER BOARD 


WATER EXAMINATION LABORATORY 


ANALYSES OF WATER SAMPLE 


Received 12 e750 Pp eNe 29th April P) 19 6h. Lab e No ° L154, 
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From Denton Lodge Pumping Station 
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Appearance Clear and bright i... Ll ok ot Ge ECON ON OTA at RE a RE 
Sees (Units).....Nou............... Sec i ek 
Gaieuw (Hazen units) NIL... Jo <=) Tos ERA VR REE ae ma 


Pres carbon'dioxide. a oo BOS) 
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hrs. at 27°C 0.08 | Calcium (Ca) ES ee eee 
Ammoniacal nitrogen cme Noy trom Ge). Me eo WA cattle tu li 
Biieemmeiditrogen, a l..Oe00L Magmesium (Me) Bel F csr 
Co ae. Joe a) 
Weemeeeenitrogens knoll... iead (>)... cL SS ek Se oR 
Alkalinity as CaCO mh. Sodium (Wa) LS NA ea 
Hardness as Caco, : pO RS 
Se 185. es 
Carbonate (temporary) 0... 165. 2 ee) 
Non-carbonate (permanent) 23. ae io) oe 
eee ek. © «©—- Sooride (C1). 500. 
Total solids, dried at 180°C 236. Fluoride (F) CC ee ee 
BACTERIOLOGICAL RESULTS 
Number of bacteria growing on agar per ml. in 2) hours at 37° 0) 


Number of bacteria growing on agar per ml. in 72 hours at 20°- 22.0... ssi—Cs—t 
Coliform count per 100 ml. fe) 


111 CRONd ET er ete e pen toswraracnsnaue= 


REPORT 


The above results indicate a water pure and wholesome in character which 
will be suitable, after precautionary chlorination, as a public supply for 
drinking and domestic purposes. 


Date: 25th May, 1964. J.S. Collins 
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WISBECH AND DISTRICT WATER BOARD 
WATER EXAMINATION LABORATORY 


ANALYSIS OF WATER SAMPLE 


ee tg 0 elgg 29h ey Oe identi AD NOw,. Tete 
From .... Distribution System.off..Mearham.Pumping Station cents stent 
Labelled Tap, Laboratory, 12, South Brink, Wisbech i ccscsnsuvny usu nsinstntsnuenevnee se 
Taken by  JeSe Collins i vensntns re, Dabe and Time 23.6264. 9--O0.ame 


PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 


Epewenones Clear and bright...) PHe ARN Ne a Re oh 
Turbidity (units) LUE CL Oy ee eee aa ICT hs SENSE i Ui sat 10 At EN 
Golour (Hazen units) NEE oe bo oe eee CEL Bs err 


CHEMICAL RESULTS IN PARTS PER  MILLON 


Free carbon dioxide 20.2. s—istCiéAM minim (Al) = NIL 


Oxygen absorbed ink hrs. at 27°C 0.1) Calcium (Ca) MOL emmmmnnmnnan 
Aumoniacal nitrogen DiOO 2, ence ES ee 
Albuminoid nitrogen Seas ne Bere i Solero DY DN Week a 
Mitwete mitrogen........... 55 SS alas Weasel an Gt) ie ne 
Mitrate nitrogen |. LE cS) ae LE cat Ree 
Alkalinity as Ca00z 0! Ce a eet Sodium (Na). 11 OUD, AS MN EAE ie 
Hardness as CaC0z : eine (ia). iE rs Als a Rati CU SARL 

a ee BEE ee eo Slo (0 eens: see 

Carbonate (temporary) 200.0000. I aki inansmnssdinngaiaer ona 

Non-carbonate (permanent) 68. 00... eromets (CO) De osteeememnnnavde nim 
Residual chlorine oo. a Piteteae Gh) | reed can. Wronmeboe 


PAPE UNC eer ween TEES ESLER ESA EEG SENS RANSUSY EES TREEBEEN ESE ELEEUI IPERS EEE Ee e® 


Coliform count per 100 ml. spe Oa 


REPORT 


The above results indicate a water pure and wholesome in character, 
It is suitable both chemically and bacteriologically as a public supply for 
drinking and domestic purposes. 


Date: 20th July, 1964 J.S. Collins 
Wiis cdntn Mer dean Aa “nent SE ana Beet eet oLoar st 
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Schedule of Work carried out in the Downham Rural District 


between the lst January and 3lst December, 1964 


New Mains Laid 


Knackers Lane, Feltwell.occcsscsccsccccccvccccevest ty YAS. 3" A.C 
The Street, Waimbotsham....cccsccesvcccsevccscvesset0 yds, 35" A.C 
Recreation Drive, Southery....ccscccccccccccsecvvecel yas. 3" A.C. 
Housaneg Site, Welney..scscsecsecssccsecessccoscececl) YAS, 35" AC 
Furlong Drove, Stoke Ferry...sccccccccccsevccesessa0/ yds. 3" P 

POE RCTS EO SLOW cates cr ebevereocvarccensecacecc0Oy? OS. 6" P.V.C, 


2)" Main - Stow Bridge to Emneth Hungate.........5735 yds. 24" S.I. and 
Steel specials. 


Bron — Couseveay = BYUGGC. i accscosdevensowecsssetsel2o yass 15" SI, 


New Supplies - January to December, 1964, totalled 219 


SMALL WATER SUPPLIES 


Two samples were taken for bacteriological examination during the 
year, and both proved unsatisfactory. Advice and assistance was given to 
several more people in matters concerning such supplies. 


Methaemoglobinaemia 


Two samples of well water intended for use for infant feeding were 
submitted for examination by the County Council for nitrate content during 
the year. Both were found to be satisfactory. 


FACTORIES ACT, 1961 
Prescribed Particulars on the Administration of the Factories Act, 1961. 
Part I of the Act. 
le INSPECTIONS for p oses of provisions as to health (includin; 
inspections made by Fublic Health Inspectors) . 
Number of 


Written 
Notices 


4 


A eae 


Number 
on 

Register ° 

2 


Occupiers ! 
Prosecuted 


(5) 


Inspections 


sree: 


(i) Factories in which Sections 
i, 25 3, 4 ane 6 are tobe 
enforced by Local Authorities 


eT ee 


(ii) Factories not included in 
(i) in which Section 7 is 
enforced by the Local 

Authority. 


(iii) Other Premises in which Sec. 
7 is enforced by the Local 

Authority (excluding out- 

workers' premises). 


26 Only in one case was a defect found and this related to cleanliness. 
The premises were subsequently cleansed satisfactorily. 


3. Part V1ll of the Act 
No outworkers were known to be employed in the District. 
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he The District Council is mainly concerned with the enforcement 

of the law relating to sanitary conveniences at Factories in which 

mechanical power is utilised, although general powers are provided under 

the Public Health Acts and Food and Drugs Acts to deal with certain conditions 
at Factories, and in relation to infectious disease, 


The Factory Inspectorate of the Ministry of Labour enforce the 
provision of other sanitary conditions, whilst the Fire Authority is now 
responsible for provisions relating to means of escape in case of fire. 
Close liaison is maintained with the District Inspectorate of Factories at 
Norwich. 


Registered Common Lodging Houses 


There are none in the Council's Area. 
CLEAN ATR ACT, 1956 


No formal action was taken during the year, though investigations 
were being made into complaints relating to one local industry. 


DESTRUCTION OF PESTS 
(a) Rats and Mice 


The Council employs one Rodent Operative equipped with a small 
van and the necessary equipment, A lock-up store is provided for poisons 
and baits. 


The main poison used was Warfarin, which is still the most effective 
and easily applied poison for general use, whilst the bait base mainly used 
was Wheatmeal. Other poisons and spoon gassing by Cyanide powder were 
used in special situations. 


As a result of incidents in Wiales and Kent where cows, rats and 
dogs died, almost certainly as a result of poisoning from an organo- 
fluorine compound, the Poisons Rules, 1964 were made providing for the 
restriction on sale of fluoroacetemide and fluoroacetemilide so that 
these direct and effective poisons could only be used by trained personnel 
in certain situations. The Advisory Committee on Pesticides and other 
Toxic Chemicals later recommended that such use should be restricted to 
ships and sewers where access by the general public or animals could be 
completely prevented during treatment. 


These compounds have not been used as yet by the Department. 


It was reported during the year that in certain areas of the 
Country, Warfarin resistant rats and mice had been encountered, and the 
Ministry of Agriculture were conducting investigations. 


Meanwhile, another new direct action rat poison, Norbomide, had 
been discovered and tests indicated that it was harmless to pets and 
domestic animals. It was particularly effective against black and brown 
rats, but not mice. 


Again, the poison was being exemined by the Pesticides and other 
Toxic Chemicals Committee, and recommendations on its use were expected 
early in 1965. 


The Infestation Control Laboratory of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food continued to supply frequent technical circulars on 
matters relating to Rodent Control, and these are proving to be extremely 
valuable. 


486 separate treatments were carried out and 1,977 visits were 
made during the year. 
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The Council is charged with the duty of ensuring that owners and 
occupiers keep their premises and land free of rats and mice. whilst free 
treatment or advice was given at domestic premises, a charge of 10s. per 
hour was made at 32 business and 30 agricultural premises. 


A private pest control undertaking based at Hilgay continued to 
operate on Agricultual land. 


(b) Other pests 


The Refuse Tips were treated reguarly with insecticide against 
fly and cricket infestations, and private premises were occasionally treated 
for cockroach, flea, ant and silverfish infestations. In addition, several 
wasp nests were destroyed. 


Advice was also given regularly to householders and others on 
appropriate treatments. 


NAMING AND NUMBERING OF STREETS 


A certain amount of preliminary work was carried out during the 
year. 


The Council had previously agreed to name streets and number houses 
in parishes with over 1000 population as and when possible, but during the 
year, it was agreed that such work should be done in all parishes. 


This would assist the Public Health Department to make the best 
use of time when carrying out parish surveys for various purposes. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your obedient Servant, 


G.S. SENNITT, 


Senior Public Health Inspector, 
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